Local effects on the blood gas indices in diaphyseal forearm fractures.
We studied the local changes of blood gas indices of arterialised capillary blood taken simultaneously from the fractured and the uninjured arm of 30 patients with diaphyseal fractures of the forearm. Blood gases were measured with a Stat Profile 5 analyser (Nova Biomedical). The results indicate a slight but statistically significant decrease of the acid-base indices without any changes in the oxygen indices. These slight changes do not affect considerably the diagnosis of the profile.